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2016:  27.8 mn; 

China 8.2%

2015:  24.1 mn; 
China 12.2%

2017:  26.2 mn; 
China 5.5%

3.11mn Import-Export data 25
Imports from Russia surge after invasion 24

Cambodia is new source of tires for the US 25

EU imports of truck tires, car tires accelerate 26

Bridgestone updates strategy 18

Ask an industry question 3
This month, we answer reader questions on employment

EU re-opens Chinese TBR case 8

India tire business 13
New legislation opens way to tire labelling; annual reports 15

Sustainability reports 22
Goodyear, Gajah Tunggal 15

State of the industry in H1 6
Michelin results presentation reveals concerns 6

Sharing tire data globally 10
Our webinar #34 introduced the GDSO 12

Materials prices stabilise in Q2 16

Sailun strategy 9

Recycling PET from tires 21

August 2022 edition: Dateline: 29 July 2022

mailto:David@TireindustryResearch.com
http://www.TireIndustryResearch.com
http://TireIndustryResearch.com
https://tireindustryresearch.com/home/
https://tireindustryresearch.com/home/


Page 2 of 48 —August 2022 © 2022 Shaw Information Services Ltd

Return to Contents page

Contents
About this publication 1

Ask an Industry Question - employment 3

First-half markets analysis 6
Greater uncertainty shows in H1 results 6
OE markets hit hard; replacement recovers 7

EU investigation into TBR 8

Sailun strategy 9
Sailun invests in Liquid Gold in Shandong 9
Sailun will need to be careful of compounds 9

Tire makers’ data platform 10
GDSO seeks to standardise data sharing in tires 10
Webinar #34: Questions and answers 11

Indian tire industry 13
India tire legislation comes into line with Europe 13
India tire makers publish annual reports 13

Elastomer prices stabilise 16

Bridgestone strategy 18
Bridgestone tracks progress toward 3.0 18
Bridgestone’s eight ‘E8’ commitments 19

Conti, Hankook study Mobility 20
High gas prices inhibit leisure driving 20
Americans hope EVs will cut fuel costs 20

White Cycle project 21
EU-funded WhiteCycle to recycle PET fibres 21
Conti PET recycling project 21

Tire makers’ CSR reports 22
Goodyear’s CSR performance hit by Cooper 22
Gajah Tunggal presents 2021 CSR report 23

Import-export data for U.S. and EU 24
Carbon black Imports unchanged after invasion 24
Tire imports to US broke all records in May 25
EU imports of light truck tires still at high levels 26

Section 1: Investments and closures 27
Bridgestone to close HK aircraft retread plant  27
GRI completes phase 2 of tire plant expansion 27
Ceat looking to expand its Agri-tire capacity 27
Gajah Tunggal dissolves JV with Inoue Rubber 27
Groupe Touchette acquires ATD’s Canadian arm 27
Hankook shows off extended retread factory 27
Marangoni takes control of Indian retread JV 27

Section 2: People 28
Bridgestone SA names head of mining services 28
Massimo de Alessandri dies at the age of 58  28
Goodyear names new Asia Pacific head 28
New Michelin North America role for Anzalone 28
Tire Bank recruits former Kumho vice president 28
Geraghty climbs into the hot seat with YOHTA 28

CMA’s Senior Vice President, Walt Weller retires 28
CMA names Senior V-P as Walt Weller retires 28
Omni picks Nokian’s Seppälä as new R&D head 28
BKT promotes Kershaw to head of US operation  28
TRS names new director 28
Delticom recruits new CFO from THM Partners 28
Apollo recruits Garga for its lead APMEA role 28
WDK names Wendt as new president 29
Gambassi named president of BIPAVER 29
Hoosier Racing Tire names new Marketing head 29
JKT brings in motor industry veteran Kathuria 29

Section 3: Legislation and government 29
EU re-opens anti-dumping probe on China TBR 29
EU General Safety Regulation comes into force 29
EU tire product database is now live 29
SATMC demands higher duties on Chinese tires 29
Demand on China tire tariffs sparks protests 29
BRV calls for barrier-free access to vehicle data 29
Commerce eyes duties for Chinese tire imports 29
New Indian tire rules take effect from October 30
Two Hankook family members fined USD3.5m  30
TIA creates new body to assess impact of EVs 30
IOSHA slaps H&S fine on Hoosier Racing Tire 30
EU launches Automotive Regions Alliance 30
Lundstedt video latest stage of ACEA campaign 30
India’s NCLT moves Birla Tyres’ case forward 30
India eyes new EPR policy on tire and rubber 30
Pakistan’s EPD targets tire-burning factories 30
Nexen issues recall over tread separation 30

Section 4: New business models 31
Bridgestone on board with the Pilot Company 31
Bridgestone to follow NEDO in backing TIER IV 31
Bridgestone’s Telematics goes live in autumn 31
Terna going nationwide with Pirelli’s e-bikes 31
Michelin acquires the US start-up RoadBotics  31
Michelin-Volta hook-up has immediate impact  31
Nexen’s VC division invests in May Mobility 31
Hankook partners with Rescale 31
Tesla’s software detects potholes and bumps  31
Kordsa looking to create innovative RFID tags  31
Smart Tire claims order from Artemis moonshot 31

Section 5: Perspective 32
UK’s online demand slides for passenger tires 32
OTR mining tires suffer shortages in Africa 32
TIA heads to Ohio for tire training this fall 32
LMC Automotive sees RWD trend in new EVs 32
GM overtakes Toyota in light vehicle segment  32
China’s NEV sales buck the trend – LMC Auto 32
ACEA publishes 2022 progress report 32
Thailand’s TAI to build EV test track 32
French firms look to oil as gas supply shrinks 32
Intriguing customer research from General Tire 32
Sri Lanka situation hits Chinese manufacturers 33
Columbo auction hit by weather and fuel crisis 33
Haohua to be affected by chaos in Sri Lanka 33
Sri Lankan rubber hit by disease and shortages 34
ATMA sees rubber as ‘fuel’ for economic growth 34
Rubber Meet focuses on greater sustainability 34
Motortrend offer overview of EV tire evolution 34
Continental’s Reinhart hits out on immigration 34
People worried over mobility affordability 34
Cycling News unpicks Vittoria’s nylon casing 34

UK Highways body urges drivers to check tires 34
Tire price rises affect UK fleets 34
Global tire shortages hit US speedway scene 34
Norway facing a major drought of winter tires 34
Tough competition for seats on the TIA board 35
ViBilagare’s tire test data well worth a look  35
Analyst of ‘agile’ turns his gaze to Michelin 35
VietCong’s rubber sandals are still in demand 35
Tires led ABF to cocaine smuggling syndicate 35
US drivers still keen to get on the highways 35

Section 6: Statistics 36
ETRMA is upbeat – but cautious on its Q2 data 36
Pirelli data identifies demand recovery for OE 36
Japan’s replacement tire sales rose in June  36
JATMA trims forecasts - still sees YoY growth 36
Michelin says truck and bus demand is dynamic 36
Vehicle registrations fall again in June 36
New vehicle sales continue to slide in France 37
EU CV registrations fell again in June 37
Indian vehicle sales dropped in Apr-Jun quarter 37
EU demand for BEVs and hybrids is up again 37
The VDA takes a look at global auto markets 38
Tires and tubes are best sellers from Vietnam 38
EU car registrations slide to a 26-year low 38
Drivers lift their foot off the gas in West US 38
Iran’s tire exports resume in 2022 38
Malaysian rubber exports take a tumble in May 38
NR consumption is growing faster than output  38

Section 7: Raw Materials 39
Monolith generates USD300m in funding round 39
Michelin launches WhiteCycle project 39
Xingda looks to double size of Thailand plant 39
Origin, Intertex announce bio-sourced CB 39
CFCP publishes July raw materials dashboard 39
NCSU claims more efficient butadiene catalyst 40
SI moves HQ to Texas – but stays in New York 40
IIT Madras teams with Fenner on bio-research 40
Versalis presents 2022-2025 business plan 40
Sri Trang capacity programme to climax in 2022 40
Malaysia produces NR, graphene composite 40
IRB hails impressive increase by plantations 40
India’s NR Mission: to meet domestic demand 40
Cote d’Ivoire’s India shipments catch the eye 40
Asahi Kasei holds first IP Strategy Briefing 41
Birla Carbon unveils carbon black VR showcase 41
Buss supports TRS on ‘intelligent compounding’ 41
Potential treatments for pestalotiopsis 41
RAOT supports growers in Surat Thani region  41
Cambodia’s exports to South Korea up in H1  41
Cambodian dry NR exports edge higher in H1 41
Birla Carbon takes ‘green’ loan for net-zero 41
Vietnam’s rubber plantations face FSC hurdles  41
Growers beg politicians to tackle leaf disease 41

Section 8: Company information 42
Bridgestone picks up fifth LEED GOLD plaudit 42
Bridgestone gives USD1m to UNRSF 42
USW, Bridgestone negotiate contracts 42
Michelin plant boosts investment in PV power  42
Michelin CEO forecasts ‘mild’ global recession 42
Goodyear Topeka workers preparing for strike 42
Goodyear and Lockheed Martin look to the moon 42
Strike action hits Goodyear’s French plants 42

Sumitomo Turkey awarded ISO 50001 42
Falken technical guide eyes trucks and buses 42
Continental is a-buzz after Volkswagen deal  42
Continental launches its new tubeless GP tire  43
Hankook Jiangsu accident leaves one dead 43
ZC wins OE orders via Volkswagen and Ford 43
ZC Rubber’s research wins Chinese accolades 43
Pakistan-Long March comes on-stream 43
Pirelli supports UNRSF 43
Nokian highlights shifting EV consumer choices 43
GRI ploughing new furrows in German market  43
Apollo’s Cargo targets urban delivery niche 43
Carlstar’s CEO highlights his star performers 43
Nexen award makes it eight in a row from GM 44
Vittoria and Haydale join forces on graphene 44
Kenda backs Canada’s slopestyle king Rheeder 44
Itochu to sell ‘transparent’ tires in Japan 44
Bekaert scales back business in, with Russia 44
HeveaConnect raises USD7.1mn in Series-A 44
Birla Carbon embraces Mandarin and WeChat 44
PCBL creates online video to update investors 44
Ascenco to contribute levy to Australian sales 44
Shareholders back VRG’s 2022 business plan 44
It’s number 74 for Ted Becker and TireHub JV 44

Section 9: Financial news 45
Michelin is upbeat on fight against inflation 45
Michelin’s UK operations are back in the black 45
Solid set of preliminary data from Continental 45
MRF schedules virtual 2022 AGM for August  45
MRF says rising fuel costs is impacting demand 45
JKT sees raw material price pressures easing 45
Materials prices impact Ceat profits during Q1 45
Gajah Tunggal reports pre-tax loss in H1 45
Orion declares interim dividend 45
Cabot Corp decides on quarterly dividend 45
PCBL feeling upbeat on new capacity projects 45

Section 10: What’s Green 46
ACS paper says 6PPD-Q is ‘very highly toxic’ 46
Emissions Analytics steps up research on tires 46
USTMA thanks DTSC for 6PPD-Quinone move 46
Indian villagers protest at tire factory smoke 46
GPSNR issues July working groups update 46
New GPSNR focus is on ‘shared responsibility’ 46
Pirelli discovers how to add lignin to tires 46
Yokohama promotes ESG among its suppliers 46
Gajah Tunggal publishes 2021 CSR report 46
CTC is planning an autumn launch for saplings 46
Versalis publishes plans for Carbon Net-Zero 47
Kraton highlights progress on sustainability 47
Flexsys achieves ‘gold standard’ from EcoVadis 47
Michigan makes waste tires an economic asset 47
Enviro gets REACH go-ahead for its oil sales 47
TSA welcomes changes to ELT rules 47
TSA seeks views on its new GHG tire research  47
AZuR network signs up latest global partner  47
ABRERP tackles the Amazon’s tire mountains  47
Al Kahir is tackling Kuwait’s tire mountains 47
TDEC awards Crumb Rubber Makers USD1mn 48
EWI wins support for new incentive proposals 48
Pyrum receives a silver medal from EcoVadis 48
Pyrum will hook up with Schwalbe on recycling 48
Australian EPA targets loud vehicles 48
Wastefront, Newcastle Uni make rCB partners 48
UL releases Standard on EPDs for tires 48

https://tireindustryresearch.com/home/


Page 10 of 48 —August 2022 © 2022 Shaw Information Services Ltd

Return to Contents page

GDSO seeks to standardise data sharing in tires
The Global Data Services Organisation 
(GDSO) has launched its Tire Informa-
tion Service to help stakeholders in 
the tire industry gain rapid access to 
data on specific tires. Initially that is 
through the Tire Information Service 
(TIS), but other Apps and use-cases are 
being developed and rolled out.
Founded in January 2022, GDSO is 
initially launched in the tire segment, 
but hopes to extend its platform and 
services to other types of component 
within the automotive industry.

Currently, the non-profit GDSO is on a mission to become the 
standard platform for data sharing throughout the tire ecosys-
tem.
Its five founder members – Bridgestone, Continental, Goodyear, 
Michelin and Pirelli – are committed to using the platform and 
its data formats as the key to sharing their internal data – held 
exclusively on their own internal servers – with customers and 
other stakeholders around the industry.
The benefit to fleets, customers and others is that they will only 
need one set of protocols and one type of App to gain access to 
data from all suppliers that use the GDSO formats.
The benefit to tire makers is that they can make it easier for their 
customers, by using a standardised set of protocols.
And also, as cars and tires become more connected, the tire 
makers can start to develop real-time tire condition applications 
that monitor tire condition and alert drivers and fleet managers 
to potential failures well before they actually occur.
Furthermore, GDSO is in the process of developing support 
services that will help bring less advanced tire makers up to 
speed with their digitisation journeys. Which will enable them to 
become a part of GDSO.
Fundamentally, the more tire suppliers that become a part of 
GDSO, the easier and cheaper it will be for all stakeholders to 
access data on each specific tire.
The primary limitation is that each tire will have to have a 
unique item identifier (UII) that complies with the SGTIN-96 
standard. Currently, that can only be implemented by RFID tags. 
However, should a different system become available in the 

Truck tires likely to be first use case
Given that the only way (currently) of associating a SGTIN-96 
code with a tire is through an RFID tag, and that RFID tags are 
becoming standard in truck tires, but are still not common in car 
tires, it is very likely that the first use-case for the GDSO platform 
is likely to be in truck and trailer tires.
This, however, is not within the control of the GDSO.
It is the individual decision of each member-user how they use 
the platform. 
Giovannotti said that without the GDSO, each fleet operator 
would have to work with each tire supplier to exchange data 
– Bridgestone, Goodyear, Continental etc., as well as Giti and JK 
Tire and Westlake (Zhongce). With the GDSO, there is one single 
App to communicate with any and all of the member companies, 
but each non-member tire maker would need to set up its own 
portal to communicate data.
Giovannotti said, “on the same truck you may have four, six tires 
manufactured by different tire companies and for each of them, 
the risk for the fleet manager is that he would need one solution 
for one company, one for another.” If all tire makers were mem-
bers of the GDSO, there is just a single App that enables the fleet 
manager to get data instantly on any of the tires.

Live and real-time demo
Giovannotti performed a check on live data while on the webinar. 
He had a specific Unique item identifier (UII) and fed that into 
the system. That UII appears to be just a semi-random string of 
numbers. There is no way to extract any meaningful data from 
the UII, except through the GDSO platform. In real life, a user 
might use an RFID reader to collect the UII and automatically 
send that code to the GDSO platform.
Once sent, the system automatically identifies the manufacturer 
of the tire and detects the user’s access privileges. It uses the UII 
to return to the user all the data that the user is authorised for.
Each user has to sign a B2B agreement with the owner of each 
database. In most cases, the agreement is the same with each tire 
maker. However, because each database is owned and operated 
by each of the different tire makers, there has to be a specific 
agreement with each database owner.
The amount of information displayed at the user screen is a func-
tion of the B2B agreement with each of the GDSO members.
The point, however, is that the user can get full data on any 
specific tire immediately within fractions of a second. And then 
a tire from a different (GDSO member) tire maker straight after, 
without needing to log into different platforms.

future, that will be an alternative to a RFID tag. The requirement 
is only that each tire can be identified using a SGTIN-96 compli-
ant UII. The technology to store and transmit that to a suitable 
reader is not part of the TIS specification.
Thus, one of the top priorities for the GDSO is to, “create a critical 
mass around this Tire Information Service.” Said Riccardo Gio-
vannotti, Secretary-General of the GDSO at our 34th Webinar held 
on 19 July.
He said those who join early will get the chance to formulate how 
the programme works, by setting the programme for the earliest 
years of the organisation and how it is applied in different re-
gions of the world.
Giovannotti said, “Cooperation is key in the digital era. It’s mean-
ingless to work alone and one company only trying to solve an 
issue for all the industries.” While some people use those words 
and don’t really mean them, Giovannotti made it clear that the 
world of data and especially data transfer requires common 
systems that are specifically designed to be used with a variety of 
different participants.
We have all owned electronic devices that have a proprietary 
charging port, or run their own proprietary operating system. 
They are a pain. Now that most have become standardised, it is 
easier to share files and data across a network.
The same applies in the world of tire data. 
The idea is that the GDSO platform will be the primary means of 
exchanging data throughout the tire ecosystem, making it easier 
and simpler for everyone involved in that ecosystem.
Before that can happen, there needs to be this critical mass of 
tire makers who are committed to the platform. 
While the five founders represent around 45% of global tire 
industry turnover, it is significantly less than that in terms of the 
number of tires made and sold – especially into the replacement 
market. 
This is why the GDSO is working hard to bring in other tire 
makers, and says that it is in deep discussions with a significant 
number of those tire makers. If all those come in, then the mem-
bership will represent over half of global tire sales and approach-
ing that share of the replacement market.

Tire makers’ data platform
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Webinar #34: Questions and answers
Minardi: I would like to congratulate you and the 
founders of GDSO because it’s a great initiative. 
Following the example that you shared, is the 
Unique Item Identifier (UII) already associated 
with regular tires of all brands, or just the ones of 
the members of GDSO? How does it work?
Giovannotti: We are in a market scale-up for this 
opportunity right now. The five founding mem-
bers have definitely got products in their line-ups 
with these codes. As we said, we are looking for 
standardised solution, and as of today, the only 
international standardised solution is RFID.

But we are open also to other technologies. GDSO is technology 
agnostic. So you may find the tires with RFID, with a UII, because 
they follow the international standard set by the tire industry, 
and it may work with the Tire Information Service if the manu-
facturer is a member of GDSO. 
Whenever you find a tire with a UII, you can scan it, use our 
API, and you can get the information. But for sure, we need the 
market scale up.
Minardi: Did you gain any membership since the launch of the 
initiative?

Giovannotti: We are already in contact with 
many new members. I cannot provide the names 
right now, for sure, for privacy reasons. Some of 
them already applied, and the process for validat-
ing their application is running.
So we are expecting that already in 2022, addi-
tional members will be visible on our website 
with their logo, their name.

Minardi: What would you say the non-members are losing if 
they don’t join?

Giovannotti: Let’s go back to this ecosystem.
Members have got the opportunity to get in-
volved in a very complex environment where the 
target is to simplify. Not being members of GDSO 
means they may have to introduce their own non 
standardised solution that some market partici-
pants may not adopt.

Members get the benefits of Simplification. But on top of that, 
they can be vocal, they can be those bringing new challenges on 

to find a different solution because GDSO has got as a target to be 
a long lasting company.
We are already creating new services, for example, that could be 
sold to some users. The digital discussion has been going on for a 
long time. But some users may still need some support before 
joining. GDSO could support them through additional services. 
But so far our incomes are linked to the membership fees only.

Minardi: What is your long term vision? The 
system and the solution is tested, but you’re 
growing little by little. Five years from now, do 
you foresee the possibility of once having sensors 
on the tires make this a much more dynamic 
tool?
Giovannotti: Let’s start working and then let’s 
start to run. As you said, it’s a matter of standard 
adoption, and the implementation of the Tire 
Information Service. That’s our first target. 
The next target is to have a spread around the 
world. Then we can assess the local needs in each 
market. Depending on the inputs of the different 
local initiatives, we can become ‘glocal’. That 

means to receive local inputs from members, stakeholders and 
partners and provide global output.
Over the longer term, we want to integrate our API and our ser-
vices to different tools, including for example, vehicle manufac-
turers, or to support legislative and governmental authorities.
In March, the European Commission launched a new package of 
sustainability activities. Among them was a European digital 
product passport. The Tire Information Service may play a role 
in that because we can support the tire manufacturers in Europe 
to provide this kind of information based on the Tire Information 
Service platform.

Shaw: What about the fleets? So, if I’m a fleet, for 
example, and I buy some tires from Bridgestone 
and some from Michelin and some from JK and 
Apollo and Linglong who are not members, how 
is my relationship with those various different 
suppliers affected by their membership or 
otherwise of GDSO?
Giovannotti: The added value for the fleet man-
ager here will be on the technical solution itself. 
That means that he will have to implement only 
one standardised API to interact with multiple 
different members.
So the fleet manager will have to engage Miche-
lin, Continental and the others to get access to 

the table of GDSO to be solved – respecting the competition or 
guidelines for sure. Cooperation is key in the digital era. It’s 
meaningless to work alone.

Minardi: Okay, and do the founders or the 
associated members need to have RFID in their 
tires to do this? If they’re not applying for RFID 
as a technology, can they do it?
Giovannotti: I’d like to split the question into 
two parts.
A company may only join GDSO once they’ve got 
a clear plan in terms of time-line, technology, 
security and so on, to provide data to the users of 
the platform.

If they cannot do that, they cannot be part of the entire system. 
And with regard to the technology, as I said, RFID is not a re-
quirement for us. The requirement is SGTIN-96.
I’m not saying that members cannot join without an RFID solu-
tion. It’s just that today RFID is the only way to deliver a solution 
that is that SGINT-96 compliant. If an additional technical solu-
tion will be available, and is adopted by the industry, that’s fine.
Minardi: In what market segments do you see the earliest 
adoption of this solution?

Giovannotti: That’s really out of GDSO scope. We 
don’t want to enter into that discussion because 
it is for individual companies to decide how best 
to use this platform. Having said that, we do see 
that fleet management may represent another 
value and asset because tire manufacturers may 
want to focus on new services: on prediction and 
diagnostic models.

And then for example, a fleet manager can have a very quick 
understanding of the status of their tires and reduce as much as 
possible the breakdowns and wasted time due to tire failures.
So for sure, we may see commercial application flying very 
quickly, but it also depends on the evolution of the passenger 
application. We are seeing more and more a different kind of 
fleet in sharing mobility in an autonomous vehicle.

Minardi: You say before you are a non-profit 
organisation. So how do you fund the whole 
activity? Is there a membership or you pay by the 
use? How does it work?
Giovannotti: Being an international non-profit 
organisation means that we are sustainable from 
a finance angle, thanks to the membership fees 
paid by the members. But we know that we have 

Tire makers’ data platform
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Minardi: In my personal view this is a great ini-
tiative. David and I talked during these two years 
running the mobility and tire webinars that the 
industry needs to step up and work together.
We need to see more collaboration and more 
maturity in the field. We know everybody is com-
peting with each other, but there are common 
necessities, common elements that can make the 
industry evolve.

So I hope you gain scale and have more partners, so one day it 
will become not only the answer to identification, but the 
enabler to the future mobility.

Shaw: Of course I agree. I remember going back 
10-15 years that the industry was trying to 
standardise on RFID data formats. It just didn’t 
work because each company wanted to have a 
competitive advantage by promoting their own 
technology as the standard and blocking the 
proprietary technologies of their rivals.

It sort of worked itself out, but the industry lost ten years and I 
think the delays and in-fighting upset a lot of people. It certainly 
upset the car makers, it upset various other people. 
I am absolutely thrilled to bits to see that the companies are 
coming together now and saying, ‘look, we can make this happen 
faster, we can make it happen better by cooperating, and we’ll all 
gain a share of the bigger cake by cooperating than if each of us 
fights to get the exclusive technology.’
So congratulations to you, Riccardo. I think you’ve done a 
fantastic job.

Giovannotti: Thank you. It’s not just us, to me, 
it’s the initiative of the founding members. And 
I’m really supported by a strong and smart board 
of directors. And really, to sum up, I was trying 
to list down some takeaway. So GDSO is a global 
platform really intended to cooperate. The Tire 
Information Service is really intended to unlock 
the tire potential.

And at the heart of GDSO, we have innovation services and use 
cases, for sure. Also, we look for a global ecosystem to tackle the 
challenging agenda that we have because we acknowledge that 
we cannot do it by our self alone. And then the last, but not the 
least, let me remark that the membership are open, so those are 
interested to have additional information, additional exchanges 
and to become members. 
You can engage with me through cellphone or the website.
https://gdso.org/Contact-and-application

Giovannotti: The EPD (European Product da-
tabase) is a repository created by the European 
Commission, it is a very big database, where the 
manufacturers are required to put the informa-
tion of all the products that are on the European 
market.

The Tire Information Service and the EPD database today are not 
linked to each other. Possibly in the future they could be a part of 
the revolution.
Because as I said once, the stakeholders could be, for example, 
the European Commission for the digital Passport, for the EPD 
itself. Possibly they can integrate this kind of carrier, this Tire 
Information Service, into their requirements as well. So as of to-
day, there are two different kinds of application and two targets, 
because the EPD database is, as I said, a repository.
While here in the GDSO with the Tire Information Service, the 
repository is the tire information databases owned by the 
manufacturer themselves.

Shaw: Okay, so at the moment they’re separate, 
but who knows in the future. But for the time 
being, no specific plans.
Minardi: One last question related to RFID.
Sometime ago, I think it was about two years or 
so ago, Michelin announced that they were 
planning to produce every single tire in the 
world with embedded RFID. And that will enable 
a lot of future mobility solutions. It’s not just 
about the tire. And today your data, GDSO data, is 
captured through a hand-held. Can RFID have a 
way of transmitting the data in a more dynamic 
way?
Giovannotti: As of today, we’re looking at this 
kind of user with a reader, but it could be an 
automatic system, it could be on the production 
line; assembly line; the tire with the rim; the 
wheel on the vehicle. 
But also in the future, some antennas readers sit 
on the vehicle themselves so that in real time, 
the identification of the tire can be available and 

prognostic models can be provided by the tire manufacturers 
jointly with the vehicle manufacturer and so on.
So really it’s the starting point, as we said before, to unlock the 
tire potential and based on which a lot of new services and solu-
tion can be provided.

some specific information that can be sensitive and that will be 
subject, as I said, to a B2B agreement. 
Shaw: to be honest, it’s a bit of a mess until you get Apollo and JK 
and Linglong all involved in the system, is that right?

Giovannotti: Correct. But we are having already 
many conversations with different regions, with 
different association. We are pretty vocal and we 
are getting a lot of positive feedback from them.
It’s a market scale up from a technology stand-
point, but also from a Tire Information Service 
implementation. 

I want to be crystal clear, we still have work to do on that. But 
again, the benefit that the members joining GDSO might get is 
crystal clear. Many of them are already acknowledging it.

Shaw: What’s the relationship between a passen-
ger car tire maker and a vehicle maker. Ford, GM, 
whoever.
At the moment, as I understand it, there exists 
already a platform from Ford that supports all of 
its suppliers. Do you expect any kind of change in 
that relationship through your own platform?
Giovannotti: That’s very important. We are 
already having a lot of exchanges with different 
players, including the vehicle industry in Europe.
And they are excited about the solution itself 
because it can support their use cases in the 
manufacturing arena, in the replacement and so 
on, but also from the type approval standpoint, 
because very often they have to demonstrate that 
the proper tire with the proper rolling resistance 
value is properly fitted on the proper vehicle.

They can still use their own application, But we can also 
integrate our API and therefore improve their data retrieval 
based on the same application. We are not going to cannibalise 
what is already in place. We want to represent a boost; based on 
a simplified approach and on this application.

Shaw: The EU product database has just been 
launched and I think the US has also got a prod-
uct database, and I think China is developing one 
as well. How can this interact with those regula-
tory product databases? Or is that a completely 
separate function?

Tire makers’ data platform

https://gdso.org/Contact-and-application
https://tireindustryresearch.com/home/
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